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CITIZENSHIP IN THE NATION 
1. Explain what citizenship in the nation means and what it takes to be a good citizen of this country. Discuss the rights, duties, and obligations of a responsible and active American citizen. 

2. Do: 

a. Visit a place that is listed as a National Historic Landmark or that is on the National Register of Historic Places. Tell your counselor what you learned about the landmark or site and what you found interesting about it. 

b. Tour your state capitol building. Tell your counselor what you learned about the capitol, its function, and the history. 

3. Watch the national evening news five days in a row OR read the front page of a major daily newspaper five days in a row. Discuss the national issues you learned about with your counselor. Choose one of the issues and explain how it affects you and your family. 

4. Discuss each of the following documents with your counselor. Tell your counselor how you feel life in the United States might be different without each one. 

a. Declaration of Independence 

b. Preamble to the Constitution 

c. The Constitution 

d. Bill of Rights 

e. Amendments to the Constitution 

5. List the six functions of government as noted in the preamble to the Constitution. Discuss with your counselor how these functions affect your family and local community. 

6. With your counselor's approval, choose a speech of national historical importance. Find out about the author, and tell your counselor about the person who gave the speech. Explain the importance of the speech at the time it was given, and tell how it applies to American citizens today. Choose a sentence or two from the speech that has significant meaning to you, and tell your counselor why. 

7. Name the three branches of our federal government and explain to your counselor their functions. Explain how citizens are involved in each branch. For each branch of government, explain the importance of the system of checks and balances. 
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Name your two senators and the member of Congress from your congressional district. Write a letter about a national issue and send it to one of these elected officials, sharing your view with him or her. Show your letter and any response you receive to your counselor. 

AMERICAN HERITAGE
1. Do: 

a. Research an event of historical importance that took place in or near your area. If possible, visit the place where the event took place. Tell your class or troop about the event and its impact on local history. Describe what it looked like then and now. 

2. Do: 

a. Explain what is meant by the National Register of Historic Places. Tell about any National Register properties in your area. Describe how a property becomes eligible for listing. 

3. Choose ONE of the following; describe its adoption; tell about any changes since its adoption.  (flag, The Pledge of Allegiance, the national anthem)
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Do:
a. Read a historical novel or see a television show, a play, or a movie about your subject. Tell how true you think it was. Tell how it added to your understanding of the subject.  – Rent and Watch Johnny Tremann.

b. Gather records of four songs that are related to your subject or be able to sing or play them yourself. Play the records, or play or sing the songs yourself, for your class or troop. Tell about each song. 

c. Visit a historic site related to your subject. Tell your class or troop about the visit. Tell how it has enlarged your view of the subject. 

d. Make a time-line for your subject. Tell how the main events on your chart have affected life in America today. 

5. Do: 

a. Take an active part in a program about a historic event or person. Report to your class or your troop about the program, the part you took, and the subject. 



TROOP 2 MILFORD, MA





What: FREEDOM TRAIL HIKE (5.5 miles) Learn about local Revolutionary War era sites & history, earn the trail medal! – 


also meets 2nd Class 5 mile hike requirement; if return, can stretch to 10 miles for one of the hiking merit badge requirements (you are all signed up for this badge!)


and:


Citizenship of the Nation Merit Badge


and:


American Heritage Merit Badge!


 


When: Sunday, May 13, 2007. Depart 7:30 am. Bring daypack, lunch, pen, paper, and camera. (rain date the next Sunday 5/20) 





Cost: Free – if you commit to finishing merit badge work – must do prerequisites to attend!





FOLLOW-ON OPPORTUNITIES





The Bedford Flag Trail (Historic Trail - Bedford and Concord, MA) 


This trail follows the path taken by the Bedford Minuteman Company on April 18-19, 1775 to the Battle at the North Bridge in Concord, Massachusetts. (5 ½ miles)


Gettysburg Heritage Trails Program


The trail hikes through the battlefield are designed to give participants a soldier's perspective on what happened on the battlefield.  The Billy Yank trail is a nine-mile hike through the battlefield and takes approximately six hours to complete, while the Johnny Reb trail is a three-mile hike and takes approximately two hours to complete. The Historic Gettysburg Trail is a walk through the downtown area to help visitors imagine what it was like to live in Gettysburg in July 1863.  This trail is approximately three miles and takes 2-3 hours to complete.








"My fellow Americans, ask not what your country can do for you; ask what you can do for your country," John F. Kennedy











