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Sixty years after the brief but monumental April 19, 1775 Concord North Bridge battle; citizens were

determined to properly commemorate the event’s significance before all of the participants passed» )

away. While a'smaller tribute was made on the S0 anniversary of the battle (onthe town square), o
nothing was done at the actual site of the Old North Bridge. Furthermore, concerned citizens
5 .

considered this “sacred ground” and wanted it recognized and protected forfuture' generations:

It should also bepointed out that by the late 1830's the town was at'its economic'and political pinnacle

and looking to solidity its place in American history. As a suburb of Bosten'and county seat of

Middlesex; Concord was making a bid to be one of the major commercial centers west of Boston.
Highlighting the town's role'in the revolution was seen as an important part of that campaign. (A')point o
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Given that so many years had passed since the battle, the Old North Bridge did not even exist anymore! £

made in A Journey into the Transcendentalist's New England, p. 58)

Exacerbating the delay at least ten years was a debate over which side of bridge to set the monument
(with no bridge, it was far more accessible on the “British side”).

With donated land in hand and funds available, work on the monument began in and around 1835-
1836. It was thought that the monument could be completed by April 19, 1836.

Ralph Waldo Emerson, a notable figure in the town of Concord, created his poem, “Concord Hyn:nn” for'
this 1836 dedication event. '
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Alas, other delays caused this date to slip;/and Emerson’s poem was finally réc‘iteélysung on July 4, 1837 )
the date the monument was actually dedicated.* ‘
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Background photo: Enlarged 1910 Postc’a'f?‘ -

*You'll often see the dates 1836 and 1837 confused when this hymn is referenced. It was likely
written'in 1836, but not sung “officially” until the dedication in 1837.
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The hymn was sung at the dedication by the Concg
th Henry David Thoreau as one of the vocali:

elody o .Old'Hundredth a beloved a ‘ “ gi o

. ’ ’
« ngly, Emerson was not present ] ﬁ

8 " etry Notebooks of Ralph Waldo Emerson ,p 3S:
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é amous celebration was announced in a le t-t e %Q‘

son from his mother dated June 27, 1837, “The 4
s of Cc aord talk o 0 bratmg by havmga e p y le
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