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Not a sanctioned boy scout topic, but like the Dentist, Law, and Veterinarian Merit Badge programs, this is another “Occupational Field” to learn about. As a scout, words like “duty”, “honor,” and “country” probably mean a lot to you, so having an initial discussion on military options is something you might be interested in.
You’re very fortunate to be a young man with your whole life ahead of you - you really can do anything you want. You’re not held back by adult responsibilities (like paying a mortgage), age restrictions, or lack of knowledge/toughness (you have plenty of time to prep yourself). If the thought ever crossed your mind to be in the Navy SEALs, Army Special Forces, or becoming a fighter jet pilot, the single most important question you have to ask yourself is: Do I really want it?  For any of these, you have to have the passion in your heart and the belief that nothing is going to stop you. 

With the internet, all the details are out there to search on fairly easily. I’ve attached specific links below as well as summaries of the qualification programs. The purpose of this brief note is to get the conversation started and the wheels turning in your head. These are not impossible opportunities, there are thousands of people doing them now and they likely started just where you are. You have to work, very, very hard to reach the end, but if you want it (and are physically qualified), you CAN do it. 
Here is a round-about discussion I can offer:

1. It is far better to be in the military as an officer than as an enlisted man. If at all possible, consider going to college first and possibly try to get into an ROTC program (with some exceptions, an officer is college educated while enlisted is just someone coming off the street. Some college educated people do enlist, but usually because of personal reasons. Also, to be an officer, you must accept the role of a leader. College is not enough, you have to have the right attitude. The service academies are something you should also consider if you believe you can qualify (if you are in 9th -10th grade, now is the time to think about the things to do to set yourself up to be considered). Besides ROTC and the academies, you can also go through Officer Candidate School (OCS) to get in as an officer (but you’ll still need a college degree to be considered). This is where getting your eagle scout helps – getting into one of these programs (and no, there is no military badge for eagle scouts, that would be pretty lame).
2. Do web research and then talk to recruiters. Don’t sign anything and go with your dad. This person can give you all the specific details on what is required for each option (how to become an officer, how to enlist, more on US Navy SEALs, US Army Special Forces (green berets), and pilot programs. 
3. As a pilot, you can fly for the Navy, Marines, Air Force, or Army (Army is primarily helicopters, A-10 Wart Hogs, and probably a few more options. There is a special operations helicopter detachment (the 160th) that serves the SF, SEALs, Rangers and Delta Force commandos that might be cool to be in). Naval aviators have the added challenge of flying off aircraft carriers. Another option I’ll mention in passing is being a helicopter pilot for the US Coast Guard. That also looks like a very rewarding position.
4. I won’t get into discussing Delta Force because you have to be in the military and have experience to apply. Being a Ranger is also an option, but you can be in Special Forces and be a Ranger. Being a Ranger could mean two things, a) you went to the 8 week Ranger school (which many people go through, but it is also very hard), OR it means you serve in the 75th Ranger Regiment, a special unit of Ranger School qualified (primarily) infantry soldiers. Whereas Special Forces is unconventional warfare in nature, the Ranger Battalions are tactically convention warfare (typical company, platoon, squad operations).The Marines have a similar unit called Force Recon. But again, why be in Force Recon when you could (hopefully) be a SEAL? 
5. When you do figure everything out, make sure when you sign up that you get it in writing that you will attend specific schools and once qualified, be placed in those units. Also find out what specifically happens if you don’t pass training or don’t qualify (those not passing Special Forces training were sent to the 82nd Airborne Division for example). You probably won’t be allowed to get out if you don’t make the cut. (Another reason why you have to really want it.) 

6. As an enlisted person, you go through boot camp, advanced specialty school, airborne (parachuting) school, then about a year of Special Forces (the “Q” course) or SEAL training. (These are not the same courses, they are completely different and separate, but in the end, the same type of unconventional warfare soldier comes out.) Once completed you will be put on a SF “A” team or SEAL team. Officers do the same airborne school and qualification course. I really don’t do the training justice by just saying ‘you have about a year of training’. This is very, very difficult work, both physically and mentally. 
7. To be a pilot, you really HAVE to be an officer. You have to go to college first, pass multiple qualification tests, and then go through an initial flight screening to become qualified for flight training.
8. You should prepare by getting into some flight training in high school or college. You can also prepare for the qualification exams; it seems they are quite like taking the SATs. The pilot training process is highly competitive. To fly anything that begins with an “F” (like the F-16), you’ll need to be top in your class.

9. If you want to be a SEAL, practice the qualifying physical test requirements over and over again (as well as holding your breath underwater for very long periods of time). The water training is very difficult but if mentally and physically prepared, you can do it. Special Forces requires language training, you absolutely should be taking language arts in high school.
10. I never quite understood the whole joining the Marines thing. Kids have this view that the Marines are tougher and better than any other branch of service. They’re caught up in the image and who-rah.  I don’t in any way mean to disparage the Marines, but being in the Marines is no different than being in the Army. To get in, all you have to do is sign on the dotted line. Nothing special about that. You go through similar boot camps, and then serve side by side in places like Iraq. I know those dress uniforms are pretty impressive and the esprit de corps is a drawing force, but put things in perspective. What this note does, I hope, is point out where the real challenges are, where your goals really should be set if you thought about being a highly trained specialized soldier. 

11. I wish someone sent a note to me like this when I was 15 and got me thinking early. If I had the wisdom and sense of direction back that I hope you have, I’d be a fighter pilot. I was proud to qualify for, and serve on, Operational Detachment A-591, 5th Special Forces (and later ODA -745 (on the Project Greenlight team (responsible for a man-portable nuclear bomb)). We were involved in El Salvador and Nicaragua way back then. Little did we know where the craziness in the world really was going to come from – 

With the Iraq/Afghanistan conflict going on, a decision to enter any of these programs must be well thought out. These are obviously high risk life choices. 

I hope this note helps. Good luck to all of you interested. 
Pray for the safety of all our troops. 

Starting Points:
Special Forces:

http://www.goarmy.com/special_forces/qualifications_and_benefits.jsp
Navy Seals:
http://www.sealchallenge.navy.mil/seal/default.aspx
Pilot Training: 
Note you’ll need to check out the Navy and Marine sites as well. The air force site is a bit cryptic on pilot training programs. You’ll need to do some digging. 

This site looks like a place to start:

http://www.becomefighterpilot.com/index102.html
Summary Qualifications/Training:
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To become part of the Army's Green Berets, you need to be mentally and physically tough, endure difficult training and face all challenges head-on. In addition to that, you must: 

· Be a male, age 20-30 (Special Forces positions are not open to women) 

· Be a U.S. citizen 

· Be a high school diploma graduate 

· Achieve a General Technical score of 110 or higher and a combat operation score of 98 on the Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery. 

· Qualify for a secret security clearance. 

· Qualify and volunteer for Airborne training 

· Take Defense Language Aptitude Battery or Defense Language Proficiency Test 

· Achieve a minimum of 60 points on each event and overall minimum score of 229 on the Army Physical Fitness Test 

[image: image2.png]SPECIAL OPERATIONS PREPARATION COURSE (SOPC)




This is a 30-day course taught at Fort Bragg is designed to help Soldiers prepare for the Special Forces Assessment and Selection course. It focuses on physical training and one of the most important skills a SF Soldier can have — land navigation. This course does not guarantee you will pass the Special Forces Assessment/Assignment and Selection (SFAS). 
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This is 24 days of training like you've never experienced. And it's all about survival. Your intelligence, agility and resourcefulness will all be tested. If you make it, you can continue on to the SF Qualification Course. 
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The SFQC consists of five phases (II-VI). If you complete this training, you will be a Special Forces Soldier, one of the Army's experts in Unconventional Warfare. 
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The individual skill phase (II) consists of land navigation, small unit tactics and live-fire training. 

[image: image6.png]



During the MOS training phase (III) you will be instructed on your specialty skills, which will be based on your background, aptitude and desires. 
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This phase (IV) consists of Special Forces doctrine and organization, Unconventional Warfare operations, Direct Action operations, methods of instruction and both Airborne and airmobile operations. You will deploy to the Uwarrie National Forest, North Carolina, for an Unconventional Warfare exercise. There you will perform as a member of an Operational Detachment Alpha (ODA). Your specialty and common skills will be evaluated. 
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Language training (phase V) is a key phase of the qualification course. Proficiency in at least one foreign language is part of being a Green Beret. Arabic, Spanish, Chinese and Russian are just some of the languages learned. 
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The Survival, Evasion, Resistance, and Escape (SERE) course will end your training in the SFQC (phase VI). 
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As an SF Soldier, you might receive training that completely immerses you in another culture. You'll learn to be fluent in that country's language, customs and traditions, becoming a virtual citizen of that country. 


4
                          Becoming a SEAL


If you want to become a SEAL, the U.S. Navy Special Warfare Community has a challenge for you. The SEAL program consists of more than 12 months of initial training — followed by an additional 18 months of pre-deployment training — and intensive specialized training designed to push you to your physical and mental limits — again and again. If you succeed, you’ll be part of a SEAL Team and conduct missions and operations that most people can only dream about.

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS:
By law, only men are eligible to apply for the SEAL program. After joining the Navy, you must:

· Meet specific eyesight requirements. 

· Meet minimum Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery (ASVAB) score. 

· Be 28 years old or younger. 

· Be a U.S. citizen. 

· Pass a diving physical examination. 

· Complete the Physical Screening Test Requirements. The program is as follows: 

· Swim 500 Yards within 12:30 

· Rest 10:00 

· 42 push-ups within 2:00 

· Rest 2:00 

· 50 sit-ups within 2:00 

· Rest 2:00 

· 6 pull-ups (no time limit) 

· Rest 10:00 

· 1.5 mile run within 11:00 

· Pass a Basic Underwater Demolition/SEALS (BUD/S) physical fitness screening test in Boot Camp and in the Delayed Entry Program (DEP) in order to qualify for a SEAL contract. 

STEP 1: CHOOSE THE SEAL RATING (SO)
STEP 2: TRAINING
· BUD/S Indoctrination: (5 weeks — Coronado, CA) 

· BUD/S Phase I: Physical conditioning (2 months — Coronado, CA) 

· BUD/S Phase II: Diving (2 months — Coronado, CA) 

· BUD/S Phase III: Weapons, demolitions and small unit tactics (2 months — Coronado)

· Parachute Jump School: (1 month — Ft. Benning, GA) 

· Advanced Sea, Air and Land Training: (5 months — Coronado, CA) 

STEP 3: ADVANCED TRAINING/PLACEMENT 
· Graduation and Receive Naval Special Warfare SEAL Classification — (NEC) 
· Report to First SEAL Team or SEAL Delivery Vehicle (SDV) Team (Virginia Beach, VA; Pearl Harbor, HI; or Coronado, CA). 

· Individual Specialty Training (6 months) while assigned to a SEAL Platoon or SDV Task Unit. 

· Unit Level Training while assigned to a SEAL platoon or SDV task unit (6 months). 

· Task Group Level Training (6 months) while assigned to a SEAL Platoon or SDV Task Unit. 

STEP 4: DEPLOYMENT AND COMBAT OPERATIONS 
Most deployments last 6 to 8 months.

PILOT TRAINING

You must be an officer, commissioned at the rank of second lieutenant. There are a few ways to accomplish this. 

• Enroll in a Reserve Officers’ Training Corps program at a civilian college or university. 

• Attend Officer Training School, an intensive 12-week leadership program at Maxwell Air Force Base in Montgomery, Ala. A bachelor’s degree is a prerequisite. 

• Apply to the Air Force Academy. Only about 1,400 applicants are accepted every year. Aspiring cadets need to be nominated by a member of Congress and must pass fitness and medical exams. An admissions team evaluates applicants based on academic achievement, 

You need to be at least 18 years old to enlist in the Air Force. Aspiring pilots must appear before the military board that commissions officers before turning 29 and enter flight training before turning 30. Age waivers might be available in some cases if you are 35 or under. character, athletic ability and leadership.

 You’ll need to earn a score of at least 25 on the pilot portion of the Air Force Officer Qualifying Test, an aptitude test similar to the SAT that takes four and a half hours to co You’ll be subjected to a battery of physical, psychological and background tests, including a Flying Class I physical. Aspiring pilots must be at least 5 feet 4 inches tall, but no more than 6 feet 5 inches tall, and they cannot be overweight. Vision can be no worse than 20/50 in either eye. If you’re colorblind, have problems with depth perception or have had laser eye surgery, you’ll be disqualified. Other disqualifications include a history of hay fever, asthma or allergies after the age of 12.  You’ll also have to take the Basic Ap Flight School: There are only about 1,400 pilot trainee slots available through the Air Education and Training Command based at Randolph Air Force Base in San Antonio. If you’re among the select few, you’ll need to undergo training in two stages. 

• Introductory flight training. The program consists of 25 hours of hands-on flying for ROTC or Officer Training School graduates who don’t already have a civilian pilot’s license. Civilian flight instructors teach the introductory course using a small, single-engine, propeller-driven plane. You must fly solo at least once before you’ve reached the 17th hour of required flying time. You’ll also receive 25 hours of classroom instruction in flight techniques. 

• Specialized undergraduate pilot training. This year-long program consists of 10- to 12-hour days that include classroom instruction, simulator training and flying. You’ll learn basic flight skills common to all military pilots at one of three places: Columbus Air Force Base in Mississippi, Laughlin Air Force Base in Texas, or Vance Air Force Base in Oklahoma. Next, you’ll follow one of four advanced training tracks based on your class standing and learn how to fly a specific type of aircraft, such as the T-1 Jayhawk or the T-38 Talon. [image: image11][image: image12][image: image13]
